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Raise your 2005+ Tacoma to new heights for less cash
Words and photos: Ben Crockett

S

o you own a 2005 or 2006 Tacoma. Sweet! You were smart and got 4WD, the tow
package and if you had the extra coin upon signing, the TRD package. You love the
truck, swallowed the small hiccup in insurance rates and thought you were up for
smooth sailing until you made one fatal mistake; you discovered dirt. All of a sudden, things
changed drastically. You stopped getting your bi-weekly car wash and started wearing your
mud like a badge. But as your off-roading ambitions grew, so did the size of the rocks and
mud holes you encountered.

We all know that sinking
feeling that comes when
you look at the price tag on
your first lift kit, and the even
deeper hole you sink into
when you consider the added
cost of installation. But what if
there was a way to get the lift
height you wanted, increasing
ground clearance and making
way for larger tires, at one-

tenth the cost? Now consider
doing the job at home, with
basic tools, in one afternoon
and saving that money as
well.
For only $200, plus about
$40 for a sturdy pair of
spring compressors, $40
for an alignment and $35
for a couple of large pizzas
if you expect quality help

from friends, you can get the
lift you want, with no other
hidden costs. The answer:
ToyTec Lifts (303-255-4959,
www.toyteclifts.com).

AN EXPERIENCED EYE

An experienced mechanic
will know from trial and error
that a lift is never absolutely
simple. There are always
other factors to consider,

For the money, you simply
cannot beat the 3” ToyTec lift.
It looks great, adds clearance
and lets your Tacoma ﬂex.

such as brake lines, diff
drops, E-brake extension
brackets, shocks, nuts, bolts.
The list is seemingly endless,
and while we had our doubts
as well, having done our
share of lifts, ToyTec assured
us that the kit was fully self
contained and ready to rock.
So out of the box and onto
the Tacoma it went.

INSTALLATION IN A
NUTSHELL

The ToyTec kit is actually
a very simple “nuts and bolts”
job, done by any moderately
experienced person in a few
hours. The only tool you will
require that isn’t found in the
average garage is a quality
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1. We began our lift in the front. This is the
stock setup.

4. You will be dead in your tracks if not for
ToyTec’s helpful hints such as removing
the sway bar...

5. ...and
disconnecting
the lower ball
joints. About
the only thing
we would
suggest doing
that wasn’t on
the instructions
was to remove
the front
skid plate,
just to make
accessing
some of the
front end bolts
easier.

2. Included with the lift is a detailed playby-play on the installation. More then once
we found ourselves scratching our heads
and questioning the instructions logic,
but follow them to a T and every step
will prove its validity by the end. Start by
securing the front cross member on jack
stands and removing the tires and wheels.

3. Tap out the lower strut bolt
and remove the three top
bolts. Remember to mark the
bolts’ position so you can put
it back together in correct
relation to the lower strut
mount.

(Editor’s note: We recommend a professional mechanic do all work on your vehicle. If you work at home, always follow the
recommended procedure in the Toyota Factory Service Manual (FSM) for any mechanical work. The procedures outlined here
are suggestions only and are performed at your own risk. 4WD Toyota Owner magazine, its publisher and editors do not
guarantee performance results.)
set of spring compressors.
Compressors are used to
apply a controlled load to
the springs so the top plates
can be removed and the
new ToyTec springs can be
added. While there are plenty
of compressors out there for
astounding deals, the first
time you see them bow under
the load of the heavy springs,
you won’t regret spending the
extra couple bucks for good
ones.

RESULT: SUCCESS!

We gained enough room
in the already deep wheel
wells for up to a 33” tire
with only minor rubbing
with the wheels cranked

and bottomed out in the
travel. These tires are easily
handled by this 2005’s 6cylinder muscle, but if you
are running a four-banger,
or are looking for something
a little less dramatic on your
daily driver, 32’s or 31’s are
great options that don’t look
too small under the new lift.
Be prepared for a
moderately stiffer ride,
as the front springs have
been compressed and an
additional leaf added to
the rear. We were actually
happy with the finished
handling on tarmac as
the Tacoma seemed more
responsive and presented

a much-increased load
carrying ability without
bottoming out on the bump
stops.
Off road, the system
provided increased ground
clearance through lift and
larger tires, but did see
slightly reduced wheel travel
when compared to stock.
Throw the pros and cons
on the scale and how does
it balance out? In terms of
money, the ToyTec lift blows
any other lift option off the
charts, and if you were even
considering, even just for a
moment, attaining this much
lift out of a body lift only, we
will have to have the next

big guy we see kick you in
the rear.
As for flex, since
wheel travel and ground
clearance work in relation
to each other, the extra
4.5” you will potentially
gain in clearance through
tires and suspension far
out weighs the -3/4” loss
in travel, which ToyTec
assures us will become
even less as the springs
settle. So is there a better
way for the money? No
chance. This is a great
kit that is easy to install
and is a great addition to
the daily driver/weekend
adventurer’s rig.
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6. This
done,
drag one
of your
buddies
out of the
garage
long
enough
to push
down on
the lower
A-arm and
your coils
will be
free.

7. This is where the spring compressors
come in. When you install them on the
spring, try to hook them as far spread as
possible to allow for more compression.
Always oppose compressors on the
spring. Once compressed the cap can be
removed, being careful to keep all parts in
order and the main spacer installed over
the spring.

8. For the 3” kit it is required to replace
the top alignment bolts with longer
ones provided in the ToyTec kit. This will
provide proper ﬁtment for the thicker top
spacer. The factory bolts are pressed in,
but are easily tapped out with a hammer
or vice. The new bolts simply slide into
place and are held aligned by recesses
in the main spacer.

12. The rear Alcan AAL’s are a much
simpler job for the at-home mechanic.
The only added challenge to the
rear is supporting the frame and
axle independently from each other
on jack stands, as the wheels and
tires and leaf springs will need to be
completely removed. Be very careful!

9. You may
need to
compress
the spring
more to
reinstall
all the new
hardware—
the new
spacer,
then the
factory
cap, then
another
new
spacer.

10. Repeat
with the
other side,
torque to
spec and
you are
ready to
re-install.

11. With
everything
back in
place it
is very
apparent
why an
alignment
will be
required,
and drastic
as the
caster may
appear,
it is a
job easily resolved at your local 4X4
alignment shop.

13. Try to
secure the
frame and
axle in a
position
that
leaves the
springs at
a relaxed
arc. The
E-brake
cable
guides
can
then be
removed
from the
springs
(some models simply unclip, others must
be unbolted), followed by the shocks,
U-bolts and spring bolts. The shackle
is easiest removed with the spring-on
inverted shackle designs like our ‘05, as
the spring bolt will have clearance issues
without removing the spare tire. Take care
when removing the springs not to bump
the hard brake lines or body.

14. You’ll
see that the
included
longer bolt
is required
since you will
be adding
another leaf.
Original
bolt can
be seen in
background.

15. Using a large C-clamp on either side
of the centering bolt to hold the spring
pack together, in case of any retained
spring tension, the center pin can then
be removed. The C-clamps can then
be slowly removed and the new AAL
inserted at the base of the spring pack.

16. The adda-leaf comes
with a pad
to help stop
squeaking.
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17. Remember some models have one
thick, ﬂat load bearing leaf at the base of
the pack, in which case the AAL should
be inserted just above it, at the base of
the arced leafs.
18. The new,
longer center
pin provided
by ToyTec
can then be
installed and
tightened
down. Cut
off excess
length from
the pin when
done.

19. You will now realize that the new
spring pack carries considerably more arc
then when it was removed. This is to help
it bear the weight of all your fat friends
when you have a tailgate party, and give
the truck its extra 2.5” of lift. The trick now
is getting that more heavily arced spring
pack aligned with the spring mounts and
back under your car. Logical step 1: jack
up the body, or lower the axle housing
to compensate. This will buy you a few
extra inches before the brake lines are
stretched about as far as they should ever
go, allowing an extremely conservative
margin. Brake lines should never be
pulled tight, or when in doubt, more then
the existing suspension will allow.

A
M
O
A
C
T
LIFT

21. Before and after, front.
20. The ToyTec lift gives so
much extra room in back,
it practically begs for a 32”
tire, maybe even a 33”.

22. Pre-lift on left, ToyTec on right. After reinstalling the
tires and wheels, remember to remove the jack stands
before you question why the rear of the truck is sitting
so high. The ﬁnished lift provides (give or take 1/8”) 3”
in the front and
about 2.5” in the
rear. This will
actually level
the truck from
its factory “stink
bug” (butt in
the air) posture,
as well as
improve ground
clearance. Did
the body lift you
wanted provide
those features?
We think not. ✔
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